
 

 

Kenwood Neighborhood Organization (KNO) Meeting Minutes 
June 7, 2021 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the Kenwood Neighborhood Organization (KNO) Meeting 
Minutes was called to order at 6:30 pm on June 7, 2021 by Board Chair Mark Brown. 
The meeting was held via GoTo Meeting due to COVID-19.  

Present 
Board Members present: Chair Mark Brown, Vice Chair Jeremy Nichols, Treasurer Matt 
Spies, Evelyn Turner, Jack Levi, Melinda Platt, Jim Barnett, Will Stensrud, Angie 
Erdrich, Lana Baggenstos 

Board Members not present: Courtney Kiernat, Kyle Leier 

Others present: Council Member Lisa Goodman, SWLRT Community Outreach 
Coordinator David Davies, Marc Holtey, Robin and Jack Conn, Elizabeth Shaffer, Jim 
DeBilzan, Jonathan Heathcote, David Schaenzer, Carissa Brown 

Approval of Minutes 
Mark Brown requested a motion to approve the May 3, 2021, meeting minutes. Jim 
Barnett moved to approve the minutes, and Matt Spies seconded. Motion passed.   

Updates from Council Member Lisa Goodman 

 The next Lunch with Lisa is Wednesday, June 30, with Senator Scott Dibble and 
Rep Frank Hornstein. Lisa Goodman’s office is planning a Lunch with Lisa tour 
of the new Minneapolis Public Service Center building in July or August. 

 Mask mandate has been lifted by the mayor – nearly 80% of all Minneapolis 
residents 15+ have been vaccinated. Vaccination clinics continue, and those who 
have not been vaccinated are encouraged to continue wearing masks. 

 Under the city’s emergency rent and utility assistance, owners and renters can 
apply for up to 16 months of assistance. Dial 211 for more information.  

 Redistricting Advisory Committee – if an interest in serving apply by July 24 
online at the Charter Commission’s Web site. 

Updates from SWLRT Community Outreach Coordinator David Davies 

 21st St. Crossing: David is working on response to road surfacing and dust 
concerns – he appreciates the feedback.  

 Concrete pours occurring tomorrow, and David will notify the community this 
evening. 



 

 

 Cedar Isles Dean / Tunnel area: To keep this moving, they will begin hauling 
materials through Sunset Blvd off France due to space and timing constraints. 
This will allow the project to keep making progress on the tunnel. 

Public Comments 

 Park Board Updates from Elizabeth Schaffer and Will Stensrud: There are 
workforce shortages among mowers, lifeguards and maintenance assistance. 

 Will Stensrud responded to a question regarding Park Police presence at E Cedar 
Lake Beach. They have a daily presence schedule on the beach from late 
afternoon through the evening. Lieutenant Noble has assumed that KNO dollars 
will not be used on additional patrol presence this summer. Will plans to initiate 
further discussion via email. 

KNO Officer Nominations and Election 
The following individuals were nominated and elected to the following officer positions: 

 Chair: Mark Brown 

 Vice-Chair: Jim Barnett 

 Treasurer: Jeremy Nichols 

 Secretary: Matt Spies 

Treasurer Update and Annual Report Review, Matt Spies 
Annual report of Fiscal Year ending May 31, 2021 

 Net Operating income for 2020: $884, Primary source of income is grant from the 
city just over $22,000) 

o There is a donate feature on our Web site that links to PayPal, and the 
executive team will work to make that more prominent. 

o Administrative cost is large part of the budget, which will increase based 
upon administrative requirements imposed by the city 

 Current surplus in excess of $37,000. In addition, there is $35,000 from the City 
of Minneapolis that has not been spent. Those dollars will sunset if we do not 
spend them before the launch of Neighborhoods 2020. The board has previously 
discussed using a community grant-making program to use these funds.  

 Jeremy and Matt will present a preliminary budget at next month’s meeting and 
the board will approve the Annual Report and Budget after reviewing and 
discussing both together. 

Activities and Engagement Updates 
Coordinator updates, from Amanda Vallone 

 Amanda has purchased Kenwood coffee mugs for use as thank you gifts for 
donations 

 Please send summer newsletter content ideas to Amanda by June 11 



 

 

East Cedar Lake Beach 2021 Events and Engagement, Will Stensrud  

 Summer events at the Beach: 
o Yoga at the Beach: Thursday evenings and Friday afternoons 
o Hidden Acoustics Series: Can be done with fewer restrictions 
o Lieutenant Noble is interested in doing a grilling event at the beach again 

this year. Currently looking at Saturday, July 10. 

 Longer-term: Thinking about how we support sustainable growth at the beach, 
especially as the SWLRT opens. The board discussed establishing a separate East 
Cedar Lake Beach sub-committee on this topic. 

Community Music Event Concept, Jim Barnett 
Jim proposed an outdoor music event for Summer 2022 that brings various religious 
organizations from across the community to perform with a goal of community-building. 
Jim will pull together a committee of board members to address some initial questions 
and concerns, including: 

 Can we use this as an opportunity to reciprocate and attend events in North 
Minneapolis? 

 What will the full cost of this event be? And to what extent can city money be 
used?  

 How do we ensure that there is a diversity of groups and religions represented? 

Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm by Chair Mark Brown. The next general meeting will 
be at 6:30 p.m. on July 12, 2021, via GoTo Meeting. 

Minutes submitted by: Carissa Brown 

Approved by: The Executive Committee 

 

 


