
Kenwood Neighborhood Organization (KNO) Meeting Minutes
February 1, 2021

Opening
The regular meeting of the Kenwood Neighborhood Organization (KNO) Meeting 
Minutes was called to order at 6:31 pm on February 1, 2021, by Board Chair Mark 
Brown. The meeting was held via GoTo Meeting due to COVID-19. 

Present
Board Members present: Chair Mark Brown, Vice Chair Jeremy Nichols, Treasurer Matt 
Spies, Evelyn Turner, Jack Levi, Will Stensrud, Angie Erdrich, and Melinda Platt.

Board Member not present: Kyle Leier

Others present: Council Member Lisa Goodman, SWLRT Community Outreach 
Coordinator David Davies, MPRB Commissioner Jono Cowgill, KNO Communications 
Coordinator Amanda Vallone, Jim Barnett, Sue Westerman, Carissa Brown, Lori Mittag, 
Mary Schwanke

Approval of Minutes
Mark Brown requested a motion to approve the January 4, 2021, meeting minutes. 
Jeremy Nichols moved to approve the minutes, and Matt Spies seconded. Motion passed.  

Updates from Council Member Lisa Goodman
● Lunches with Lisa will continue virtually – next one scheduled for February 17 

will feature Andrea Brennan on economic recovery plans for Lake Street.
● New Inspector Katie Blackwell from the 5th precinct would be happy to join 

upcoming meetings. 
● The city has sent out mailings reminding residents to shovel their sidewalks. 

Residents who need assistance with snow piles on corners should call 311.
● Council Member Goodman did not approve of a charter amendment introduced 

by three of her colleagues, which would create a Department of Public Safety 
managed by the City Council.

Updates from SWLRT Community Outreach Coordinator David Davies
● The first in a series of town halls occurred in early January.
● Two important pieces of work are approaching:

o The creation of the corridor protection barrier has always been a part of 
the plan and has now been formally incorporated into the project.



o It has been determined that unstable soil near the Calhoun Isles condos 
(near the planned tunnel), will require additional planning. This will result 
in delays, and the project will not open in 2023.

Updates from MPRB Commissioner Jono Cowgill
● The Minneapolis parks are experiencing extraordinary usage this winter, and the 

MPRB continues to explore ways to make passages designated for skiing and 
walking clear. Feedback is welcome.

● The Cedar Isles Master Planning process continues, and the public comment 
period has been extended for six months. Residents are encouraged to share their 
ideas and feedback with the MPRB. Online Open House Regarding 
Encroachments is scheduled for February 16.  

● The Board of Commissioners is working to address the epidemic of youth 
violence in our city by targeting youth programming. 

● The MPRB is looking to city, county and state officials for leadership in 
addressing the ongoing crisis of homelessness in our communities as spring 
approaches.

Cedar Isles Community Advisory Committee (CAC) update from Will Stensrud
● Residents are encouraged to participate in the Cedar-Isles Virtual Walking Tour. 
● The CAC continues to hold public meetings, but they have begun to transition to 

more formal planning and structured time for committee work. 
● Water quality continues to be a focus of the CAC, and those who attend and 

comment at CAC meetings.
● The designers will begin creating concepts, to be reviewed first by the CAC. 

Update on Know Your Neighbor safety initiative from Sue Westerman, Chair, 
Crime and Safety Committee of Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association

● The Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association has created a system aimed at 
increasing the speed and accuracy of crime-related information received at the 
neighborhood level.

● LHNA has established a list of block leaders, who will communicate with one 
another regarding safety incidents on their blocks:

o Block leaders will create two-way communication with their blocks, 
collecting and sharing first-person factual accounts of incidents.

o Block leaders will share information among themselves for dissemination 
to neighbors.

o Intended to complement, not replace, City communications



● LHNA is interested in extending this network to Kenwood and East Isles. Those 
interested in leading this effort should reach out to Mark Brown, who can connect 
them to Sue.

2021 Events and Budget
● Will Stensrud proposed a 2021 event calendar and budget of $9,370 for the 2021 

year. This is modeled on previous years’ plans, with a focus on community 
engagement. The budget also includes $2,000 for additional park police patrols, if 
necessary. 

● Will Stensrud made a motion to approve the budget as presented, Jeremy 
seconded, and the motion passed. 

Neighbor Outreach and Communications
● The committee reviewed the contents of an online Community Survey, focused on 

collecting contact information for mailing lists, and identifying community 
priorities. Door hangers, including QR code and URL for the survey, will be 
delivered throughout the neighborhood this month.

● Amanda Valone will be collecting article ideas for the KNO Spring Newsletter 
until February 10

Schedule Meeting on KNO Structure, Governance and Funding
● Mark Brown suggested that an Executive Committee be formed to focus on KNO 

Structure and Governance and respond to the NCR funding guidelines. The first 
meeting will be scheduled in the month of February.

Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm by Chair Mark Brown. The next general meeting will 
be at 6:30 p.m. on March 1, 2021, via GoTo Meeting.

Minutes submitted by: Carissa Brown

Approved by: The Executive Committee


