
January 2, 2021                                                                                                              

Dear Kenwood Neighbors,

The saying goes that “hindsight is 20/20.”  I guess we can all at least be thankful to say that 2020 is 
behind us, even if we are all still struggling to understand how to put the year in perspective.

I reach out to you as …

A son whose mother lives in the Jones-Harrison nursing home just a half mile across Cedar Lake, 
but has spent just 30 minutes of distanced courtyard company in her presence in the last nine 
months…

A parent of two Kenwood Community School students striving to make progress in front of a 
computer screen while missing friends and social bonds …

A resident of a city that has witnessed injustice and unrest followed by a rise in violent crime 
and homelessness that has made many feel unsafe in their own neighborhoods…

A board chair grateful for the flexibility and creativity of my fellow board members and 
community, very much looking forward to a New Year! 

When I first volunteered in March to serve in filling the Kenwood Neighborhood Organization board 
chair role, we had yet to see our world turned upside down by the pandemic.

In the months since, we have managed to 
stay connected via virtual board 
meetings, hosted community listening 
sessions, and coordinated the occasional 
distanced live events. Thank you, Amanda 
and ARTrageous Adventures for the Art 
Rocks exhibition and the Storybook 
Woods, which empowered our youngest 
neighbors to inspire us and connected 
young and old in Burnham Woods.

We have all been reeling to grapple with 
what is happening in our public realm, be 
it in defining public safety, giving all kids
equity and excellence in our public schools, understanding how we can protect and provide for the 
vulnerable among us, and what it means for our public spaces – especially the parks we are blessed with 
here in Minneapolis – to be a refuge.

We at KNO will look to a new year where we continue on our mission of providing leadership, 
information on local matters and serving as a forum for issues resolution in order to strengthen the 
Kenwood community. We exist to find a common ground for our common good.  We understand we all 
need that more than ever.  



Fostering connectedness 

In 2021 the Kenwood Neighborhood Organization will be working to dramatically expand our outreach 
and engagement with all of you to better fulfill this mission.  We will be conducting a direct outreach 
campaign to ensure our communications can be accessed and to solicit your feedback and perspectives 
that will guide our efforts over the coming year and beyond.  It has been too long since we have 
conducted this kind of survey effort.  Our goal is to make sure it can be a springboard for identifying 
priorities on which KNO can be more proactive, and especially in expanding our organization’s capacity 
to bring neighbors together to stay informed, share ideas and take action.   

We are planning a forum and panel/speaker series that can be a place outside of our board meetings to 
share our stories and ideas for how we can work together to make Kenwood and the City of Minneapolis 
an even better place to grow our families, build community, recreate and protect nature. 

Envisioning the future of our parks 

Over the last year, with board member Will Stensrud’s leadership, KNO has been an active participant in 
the ramping up of the park board’s Cedar Lake-Lake of the Isles Master Planning process for community 
engagement (through the Community Advisory Committee, or CAC).  This will be a key focus for KNO 
over the coming year as the plan will set priorities that will guide resources and investments on 
everything from water quality and wildlands to accessibility and infrastructure impacting our 
neighborhood’s greatest natural treasures.   

Promoting safety and community at East Cedar Lake Beach 

KNO will continue to be active in providing perspectives from our efforts, experience and partnerships 
(with the Park Police and MPRB) in transforming the physical space and community engagement at East 
Cedar Lake (Hidden) Beach.  Your input and feedback in this process is of paramount importance and 
will be working to keep you informed and engaged in 2021. 

We can look ahead to the viability of the 2021 Hidden Acoustics beachside concert series as a bellwether 
of our neighborhood’s pandemic progress.  

Advocating for our neighbors 

Jeremy Nichols and Evelyn Turner have been diligent in another ramp up with respect to the Southwest 
Light Rail Transit (SWLRT) construction project and all of its noisy disruptions to our landscape and trails 
in making way for future transit options.  Safety is the most important function of any government, and 
2020 did not pass without incident in this respect.  We will continue to hold parties to account, and 
demand improved communication and transparency.  The same will go for other ongoing initiatives that 
will have major impacts on our neighborhood from continued implementation of the Minneapolis 2040 
plan to the shaping of the comprehensive Parks for All plan. 

We know that together we can do more to serve our neighbors and each other, and we invite you to join 
us, either as a board member of meeting participant. Our meetings are held in the evening the first 
Monday of each month – more information is available at kenwoodmpls.org.  

Thank you. 
Mark Brown, KNO Board Chair 


